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Board of Directors:

Greetings, fellow mycophiles!
Spring has almost sprung, and 1t
Foray Leaders: won’t be long until the forest revives itself-

and many of the fungi that we’ve been pining over will
make their presences known again!

Illustration by Kaitlyn Ledbetter

Newsletter Staff: We are excited to announce our speaker for the March
meeting 1s Kerrt McCabe! Be sure to check out our
events list (on page 2) which mcludes: upcoming forays,

scheduled presentations, meetings, and other events.
Collection Crew:

HAVEN'T RENEWED YOUR AMS MEMBERSHIP YET?

Now is the perfect time! Benefits include:

free monthly guided forays

members-only events

discounted or waived rates & first-notification of
educational lectures

$5 off a membership to the NAMA

access to AMS lending library

access to lender microscopes & supplies

a vote for board-member elections

access to our private online "Members’ Lounge"

AMS MISSION:

APPLYING THAT MISSION:

DD —D-D-D
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https://namyco.org/
https://alabamamushroomsociety.org/join-us
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Click HERE for more info or to reqister for an event!

T March 1-31 MARCH TRASH TO TREASURE CONTEST
T March 2 Jefferson County Foray

T March 5 Nature Journaling Meetup (Central Alabama) (ANJC)
T March 5 Virtual Journal Night (ANJC)

T March 9 Cullman County Foray

T March 9 Baldwin County Foray

T March 16 Elmore County Foray

T March 20 Virtual Journal Night(ANJC)

T March 23 Nature Journaling Meetup (ANJC)

T March 24 Madison County Foray

T March 30 2024 AMS MOREL FORAY

MEETING INFORMATION

Poisoning?
Call US Poias‘?n Control
1-800-222-1222
EMERGENCY ID:

Microscope & Book Lending Program for AMS Members

1 AMS has two compound microscopes with all needed supplies to perform fungal microscopy.
1 This includes slides, immersion oil, cover slips, tweezers, razor blades, mounting chemicals,
I etc. Members must complete one of our microscopy courses or otherwise demonstrate
proficiency in using a compound microscope in order to borrow one.

March 2024

We also have a lending library! Available books can be viewed HERE! It works just like your
public library; you may borrow a book for two weeks and then bring it back.



https://www.facebook.com/groups/144798092849300
https://www.librarything.com/catalog/AL_Mushroom_Soc
https://alabamamushroomsociety.org/events
https://alabamamushroomsociety.org/event-5597940
https://alabamanaturejournalclub.com/event/nature-journaling-meet-up-central-alabama-january-9th-2024-2/
https://alabamanaturejournalclub.com/event/virtual-journal-night-march-5th-2024/
https://alabamanaturejournalclub.com/event/virtual-journal-night-march-20th-2024/
https://alabamanaturejournalclub.com/event/nature-journaling-meet-up-march-23rd-north-alabama/
https://alabamamushroomsociety.org/event-5597956
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81551824511?pwd=MDFWUFMvNzNXSGZuY0FpNTJMMVNjQT09
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2024 SCAVENGER HUNT

Join us on a treasure hunt for fungi! Pick the tier
level that corresponds to your skill level and find
and document the fungi on that list. From brand
new fungiphiles to seasoned experts, we have a
list for you! You have all of 2024 to find them,
and winners will be announced at our February
2025 AMS Meeting. Have fun finding new and
mteresting fungi and have the chance to win
prizes while you're at it!

Must be a paid AMS member to participate. Full ~ § e -
. i A Field Guide to the }
rules and lists of fungt HERE. SO gE or

+ 1. DOWNLDAD THE INATURALIST APP
« ON YOUR SMARTPHONE OR ACCESS IT
VIA THE WEBSITE, www.inaturalist.org.

MUST BE &
2. SIGN UP FOR FREE TO MAKE YOUR PAID AMS
ACCOUNT. MEMBER TO

WIN?

March 2024

3. JOIN THE INATURALIST PROJECT
TITLED



http://alabamamushroomsociety.org/scavenger-hunt
http://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/ams-2024-scavenger-hunt
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Since we began doing DNA sequencing in 2021 with our very first FunDiS grant, we have sent out
nearly 2000 samples to better understand and document the fungal diversity in Alabama.

Every month, I am going to highlight some of the results that we have gotten back n the preceding
month, but you can look at all of the results in the iNaturalist project HERL.

ITnitially, observations were only added to this project when results came back. When we reached a certain
quantity, it was too difficult keeping track and now everything that 1s sent out for sequencing is added. So, there
are some fungi that were sent that have not been added yet, and some added that do not have results back. If
an observation doesn’t have a DNA Barcode added yet, check back in the coming months!

HUGLE thanks to our AMS Collection Committee who put in a ton of work documenting and
collecting sequences! All collections get sequenced and vouchered at the University of West
Alabama Herbarium. If you are interested mn learning to make scientifically valuable collections with
us, check out details on our website HERE.

UNDERSTANDING PROVISIONAL NAMES

When you see a species name (or genus name) with a state abbreviation (or providence or other
locale) with a number, these are called “provisional names” (abbreviated Nom. Prov.) and should
always be 1n quotation marks.

In the example Clavalinopsis “fusiformis-INO1”you should understand that this specimen 1s very
close to Clavulinopsis fusiformis and may even BE Clavulinopsis fusiformis, but more collections are
needed and more research required to determine 1f this species 1s different enough to warrant being
described as another species (or if 1t 1s close enough to be considered Clavulinopsis fusiformis).
Sometimes we need to wait for the type specimen of the species to get sequenced to compare them.

The IN 1 the above example indicates that the first sequence of this species was collected in Indiana
and 1t 1s the first species collected 1n Indiana that 1s close to Clavulinopsis fusciformis. It another

specimen 1s collected 1 Indiana that sequences as very close to Clavulinopsis fusciforimis but the
sequence doesn’t match “fusitformis-INOI” 1t will be dubbed C. “fusiformis-INO2”.
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https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/ams-sequenced-specimens
http://alabamamushroomsociety.org/Citizen-Science
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Clavulmopsis “fustformis-INO1”

We had two collections come back with this ID, one by myself and one by Heather
Gossett, both collected in Cullman County 1n different locations.

Sarcoscypha 'occidentalis-INO3"

This was a collecion made by me in Cullman County on soil in a mixed wood forest.
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Neofavolus sp-SAV10"

Another collection by myself, this was made 1 Jefferson County. We historically have
called these Neofavolus alveolaris but a phylogeny by Alden Dirks indicates that the real

N.a. probably doesn’t occur in North America. The “Sav” mn this nom prov. 1s referencing
Savoy Mountain in Massachusetts.

g0 by Alisha Millican— § .

March 2024

Clavulinopsis "aurantiocinnabarina-INO3"

Another Cullman County collection by yours truly, this 1s one of the many cryptic species
hiding under the moniker Clavulinopsis aurantiocinnabarina.
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Clavalina 'sp-TNO1"

Again, one of mine but this time collected in Van Zandt County Texas. We aren’t even
sure what species to call this one and it may be undescribed.

March 2024

Marasnuellus sp-ALOI"

Again, one of mine. Collected mn Jefterson County, Alabama.




EVENTS A YEAR

50+ FORAYS

Monthly Foray

February - October in 5
counties: Baldwin, Cullman,
Tallapoosa, Jefferson.

Morel Foray

Jefferson county in the spring.
Hosted with Feral Foraging and
Magic City Mushrooms.

Chanterelle Foray

June - August central and north
Alabama.

Black Light Foray

February - October central and
north Alabama.

15+ OTHERS

Monthly Speaker

February - October a new guest
speaker each month over zoom.

AMF

Alabama Mushroom Faire is in
the fall, forays, talks, vendors,
food, and more.

Others

Microscopy, Dyeing with
mushrooms, Birds and
mushrooms, How to use a field
guide, Nature Journaling
Mushrooms, and more events.
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https://www.facebook.com/AlabamaMushroomSociety/events
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https://alabamamushroomsociety.org/event-5597956
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becomes leathery with age. The large black urns may persist for several months after they emerge and
1t’s not uncommon to find the older cups filled with ramwater, pollen and even mosquito eggs as spring
becomes summer.

Urnula craterium s considered both a parasite and a saprobe on hardwoods. In its imperfect
(asexual/anamorph) phase, it exists as Conoplea globosa, a parasitic canker on living branches of oak
and other hardwood trees. When the branch 1t inhabits falls to the ground, conditions are favorable for
the fungus to enter its perfect (sexual/teleomorph) phase, complete with a spore producing fruit body.
At this stage, Urnula craternum exists as a saprobe, absorbing nutrients from the now dead hardwood
limb 1t originally colonized as a canker! The Iifecycle 1s complete when the urn shaped fruit body
disperses ascospores which have the potential to grow mto either phase depending on conditions and
food source availability. Like all saprobes, Devil’s Urn feeds by releasing digestive enzymes onto its
substrate, then absorbing the freed nutrients i a process called absorptive nutriion. Master recyclers,
saprobes play a vital role in the nutrient cycle by converting complex organic molecules like cellulose
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superficially resemble Urnula craterium. Their dark black cups are shorter and flatter than Devil’s
Urn and have a characternistically soft, hairy outer flesh. Unlike U. craterium, they grow from very well-
rotted, mossy wood and soil rather than solid hardwood branches.

This spring, many of us will enter the woods i hopes of finding morels! Some foragers consider
Devil’s Urn to be an indicator of morel season because they begin to emerge around the same time

and 1 the same habitat as morels. It may take you a moment to see their black cups among the dark
leaf litter, but Devil’s Urn are more commonly distributed across Alabama than the elusive morel.

Although they are certainly not considered chaice, Jrmula craterivm are edible. They have a mild, non-descript flavor and a rubbery, slightly gelatinous texture
that becomes less palatable with age. Young clubs and newly opened cups can be steeped in a salt brine for an unusual looking pickle. although any flavor the

fungus has is lost in the process. Devil's Urn can also be dry sautéed and finished with some butter and salt as a mild consolation if you find yourself without any
morels to cook up this season!
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PANUS LECOMTEI

SUBMIT YOUR OWN
MUSHROOM PHOTOS TO
NEXT MONTH'S
CALENDAR CONTEST ON
OUR
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1677417932584654

@?@?@ FUNG'EYE CANDY @LF@CF@

Tolypocladium longisegmentatum by

Galerina marginata
Spencer Lowery

Entoloma subgenus Nolanea
by Leigh Maness

by Leigh Maness

Ophiocordyceps unilateralis Hymenoscyphus fructigenus
by Cassie Pugh by Cassie Pugh

Pholiota polychroa

Cerioporus varius
by Kristi Zoebelein

Bolbitius reticulatus
by Flown Kimmerling

by Alisha Millican
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ALABAMA

MUSHROOM SOCIETY
2024 CALENDAR

Plus an In-Season Guide

| ih Turkeytail -~
. Trametes versicolor
P e -,
Chicken of the Woods P & >
Laetiporus spp.

A

- . . b Honeys
Morels B Y

/ Morchella spp. g o : ..'_ (Des)Armillaria spp.

e

AR ¥>%y”  Lion’s Mane
Lobsters Wi AW Hericium spp.
K Hypomyces lactifluorum g S e A

Hen of the Woods

. . . Grifola frondosa
Indigo Milk Cap  Bjack Trumpet
Lactarius indigo

Craterellus spp. Shaggy Mane
Coprinus comatus
Hedgehog Milk Ca
Hydnum spp.  Chanterelles ' Lacta‘;& o
Cantharellus spp. ' Blf.:c(:iifﬁr_ls -
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/1619859746/alabama-mushroom-calendar-2024
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1619859746/alabama-mushroom-calendar-2024
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by Cassie Pugh
J S

FACT!

It’s hard to imagine a fungus that could grow taller than a giraffe, but Prototaxites did just that!

A fossil found i the late 1800’s, which stumped scientists for over 130 years, had concentric rings throughout its
core that resembled the growth rings of trees, hence the confusion over its species of origin.

In 1992 Dr. Francis M. Huber at the Smithsonian Institute took a closer look and identified long tube-like
structures very similar to hyphae of modern day fungi. He determined that Prototaxites was not a tree, lichen or
algae as previously identified, but a fungus! This was later confirmed by chemical analysis of a well-preserved

specimen which showed an unbalanced ratio of the 1sotopes Carbon-12 and Carbon-13, which are commonly
found in fungi but not in plants.

Paleontologists have answered what Prototaxites was--but are still uncertain as to why it grew to such heights and
ultimately disappeared. During the Silurian-Devonian Period cusp (more than 420 million years ago), this fungus
towered over streams and riverbanks--leading to the theories that 1) the sparse vegetation of this time forced them
to grow taller in order to disperse their spores further and 2) their demise was due to competition from more
complex and denser vegetation arising during the shift into the Devonian Period.

A rendering of Prototaxites as it may have looked during the early Devonian Period, approximately 400
million years ago. Credit: Painting by Mary Parrish, National Museum of Natural History.
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INGREDIENTS: E QTY: 1. Heat a large skillet over medium heat. Add butter and sautée poblano pepper and shallots
___________ Lion's Mane _M_L!S_bEQQ_FD________E_§Qf§b_al|_‘_§i_z_€id______. until they are translucent and slightly caramelized.
Poblano Pepper, finely diced 1 1 ea

2. Stir in shredded Lion’s Mane mushroom and cook until slightly browned, around 7-10

___________ 5'_"?_"_‘2?_-______________________I_:_L@?________________, minutes. *If wild harvested, a dry sautée may be necessary to eliminate some water content.
___________ CreamCheese 8oz .
! 3. Lower the heat and add the cream cheese to the skillet. Stir until melted and smooth.
___________ Colby Jack Cheese ... _ilcup ...
___________ Zest of 1 _I—_‘?'TJQD__________._._j__________._._.______. 4. Gradually mix in Colby Jack cheese, mayonnaise, lemon zest, lemon juice, Dijon mustard, hot
E sauce, and Cajun seasoning. Keep stirring until you get a consistent, creamy blend.
___________ JuiceofIlemon i
___________ HotSauce ~  itotaste | 5. Allow the mixture to simmer gently for a few minutes. If the dip is too thick, it can be thinned
. ' with a splash of milk or water.
___________ DiionMustard i 1tbsp P
: ; <
........... M@YQ."‘."J@'.S.Q..-.--.-----.-.-.-.;-.1/.3 LUP____________| 6. Just before serving stir in fresh parsley, and cook for an additional minute to let flavors S
i ~N
___________ Cajun Seasoning.____________iltbsp | med 5
] fut
4 th This dish pairs perfectly with a crusty baguette, tortilla chips, crackers,or even ©
Butter ' 4 tbsp ; X =
""""""""""""""""""""""" imttTteemmmmmmemmmo fresh veggies. Enjoy the raves from your guests!



https://www.patreon.com/SpencerLowery
https://www.tiktok.com/@forage.north.america?_t=8kGVL1PIdeo&_r=1
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FunDiS SOUTHEAST RARE FUNGI CHALLENGE

Here are the rare fungi target species for our area! We will be pushing this hard
and looking for folks to seek out these potentially rare species. A treasure hunt
of the most exciting kind- fungi! Find details HERE!

1 Wynnea sparassoides
Stalked Cauliflower Fungus
Habitat: On soil or under leaf litter
Location: MD, WV, VA, NC;
(M, CT, NJ, PA)

2 Gloeomucro spp.
Gluedrips
Habitat: Decorticated logs
Location: MD, WV, VA, NC;
(M, CT, NJ, PA)

3 Wrightoporia avellanea
Bubblegum Polypore
Habitat: Decorticated pine logs
Location: MD, TN, NC, SC, GA, FL,
MS, AR, LA, TX; (CO)

4 Wolfina aurantiopsis
Lemonbutter Cup
Habitat: Twigs & logs from
broad-leaved trees
Location: WV, KY, VA, TN, NC, TX;
(CT, NY, NJ, DE, PA, OH, IN)

= Multifurca ochricompacta
D Forkgill
Habitat: Terrestrial in pine-
predominant mixed woods
Location: WV, VA, TN, NC, §C, GA,
AL, MS, LA, TX

Russula lilacipes
Purplefoot Russula

Habitat: Soil under oaks

Location: WV, VA, NG

Boletus atkinsonianus
Pastel Bolete
Habitat: Soil in mixed-wood
forests w/ oaks
Location: WV, VA, NG, SC, GA, TX;
(MA, CT, MI, KS)

Hygrophorus cokeri
Coker's Waxcap
Habitat: Sandy soil & leaf litter
in mixed-wood forests
Location: VA, TN, NC, AL; (CA, MO)

9 Lactarius purpureoechinatus
Purple Spiney Milkcap

Habitat: Soil in mixed-wood forests

Location: VA, TN, NC, GA; (NH, MA, NY)

10 Phylloporia amplectens
Pawpaw Bracket

Habitat: Living pawpaw branches

Location: VA, SC, GA, FL, MS, LA, TX

FUNGAL
DIVERSITY
SURVEY

e Soulheast
Rare Fungi Challenge

20 rare, under-documented, or potentially threatened
macrofungi species of Southeastern North America

p
11 Pluteus mammillatus
Ringed Shield
Habitat: Deciduous wood in
hardwood bottomlands
Location: VA, NC, SC, FL, MS;
(MN, WI, 1A, MO, MI, OH)

12 Podoscypha aculeata
Frilly Rosette
Habitat: Soil under hardwoods
Location: TN, NG, SC, AL, MS;
(VT, NJ, OH, IN, IL, MO, WA)

13 Hydnellum geogenium
Yellow-Copse Hydnelle
Habitat: In duff under spruce & conifers
Location: TN, NC, SC, GA;
(AK, OR, CA, CO, ME, NH, NY)

1 4 Polyporoletus sublividus
Ogre Polypore

Habitat: Soil in mixed wood forests

Location: TN, NC, GA

1,- Mycena carolinensis

) Little Yellow Bonnet

Habitat: On sticks of Rhododendron,
Swamp Dog-Laurel & Blueberry

Location: TN, NC, SC

Amoenoboletus weberi
10 Decorated Bolete
Habitat: Likely under pine;
oaks may be in vicinity
Location: TN, MS, TX, FL; (NJ)

17 Amanita westii

West's Amanita
Habitat: Terrestrial in mixed woods
Location: FL, MS, TX

8 Hygrocybe andersonii
1 Sandy Waxcap
Habitat: Sand dunes near
Florida rosemary
Location: FL, AL, MS

19 Aureoboletus abruptibulbus
Sand Bolete
Habitat: Sandy soil in pine-
predominant mixed woods
Location: FL, AL

Entoloma gainsvillae
20 Blue Claude

Habitat: On hardwood logs
Location: FL

o @
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https://fundis.org/protect/southeast
https://fundis.org/protect/southeast
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https://www.instagram.com/themushroompreserve/
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Folks of all ages are
encouraged to
participate by

submitting their own

fungi-inspired /
fungi-adjacent art!

Acceptable forms of media include poetry, drawings, paintings, nature journal pages, digital art,
collages, and (images of) sculpture, diorama, ceramics, etc. We are not accepting Al-generated art at

this time--and plagiarism will of course disqualify anyone from being featured. 2 entries per person
per month are allowed.

lllustration by Kaitlyn Ledbetter
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